Best School Garden for Wildlife 2025
The winner is Bleasby Church of England Primary in Nottinghamshire judged by Joyce Slater 
The judge stated: It was a pleasure to visit Bleasby School again,  to see the further developments and to see the many and diverse areas, including the vegetable area, orchards, the Spanish Garden, wildflower and the newly made pond and wildlife area, that have been developed within the grounds, making good use of land that may otherwise not have had a use.  The various areas of the school grounds are all geared to benefitting wildlife.  The vegetable garden has companion planting to bring in the pollinators and predators to keep the plants healthy.  In the wildlife area there is a dead hedge, a fungi area and a newly completed pond that had wildlife in and around it.  There is a butterfly garden, in the shape of a butterfly, made from four bicycle wheels and a bike frame and planted with butterfly friendly plants. The school participates in many national wildlife surveys and is pleased with the impact its work is having. We congratulate Bleasby for a wide range of wildlife friendly growing and environmental activities all year round that clearly and actively engage the pupils. 
Best Overall Primary School garden 2025
The winner is Bleasby Church of England Primary in Nottinghamshire judged by Joyce Slater 
Bleasby continues to be an active gardening school with so much to see and it was very clear that growing, gardening, wildlife and environmental activities are important to and integrated with the curriculum. There is a wide range of different growing areas within the school grounds and although the soil across the school is the same, the treatment that each area receives is particular to the requirements of the plants grown there. The vegetable garden is mulched and the soil fed with homemade compost whilst the wildflower area receives no nutrients and is left to its own devices.
All pupils participate in tending to the gardens and the gardening groups have pupils from across the school, from the youngest to the oldest, with the older pupils helping and teaching the younger ones. All the children the judge spoke to were very enthusiastic about gardening and all understood the benefit of being outdoors and working in the garden.  When the judge spoke with Mrs Cast, the Headmistress, she emphasised the mental wellbeing, amongst many other benefits, the children got from the garden as well as the benefit to their education.  Like most schools, Bleasby relies heavily on the goodwill of parents and villagers to support the gardening activities and that was evident whilst the judge was there, with several parents and indeed grandparents coming in to help with the work and teaching the children. The school has an excellent relationship with the local community too!
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