Bleasby’s

Bulletin

Bleasby

Dear Parents and Carers,

After chairing our Governing
Body with wisdom and
thoughtfulness since 2019
Phil has stepped back from
his role as Chair. | am de-
lighted to take up the posi-
tion after being vice chair for
the last 4 years.

As we head into the new
term, | want to thank our
whole school community,
the teachers who enlighten
our children with such
thought and energy; our
teaching assistants/sports
coach for giving the critical
support to the unique needs
of our pupils in the class-
room and on the playing
field; to our administration,
grounds and cooking staff
for keeping the show on the
road; to our playground su-
pervisors for guiding the safe
play in our fantastic outdoor
spaces; and to our wonder-
ful head teacher for provid-
ing solid leadership and sup-
port. In addition to those
employed to deliver our
school experience we would
not be what we are without
the army of volunteers who
serve as members of the
Governing body, lead enrich-
ing activities, support read-
ing, provide community
events, fundraising and so
many aspects it is difficult to
list them all. We are so lucky
to have such a supportive

G overnors #Belonging

community of parents and
carers who support us in

engaging the children with
everything that is on offer.

This year has seen significant
positive steps in the devel-
opment of a new curriculum
and improved approach to
phonics. Do look out for invi-
tations to come in to school
to understand how to best
support your children as the
new curriculum continues to
be rolled out. We look for-
ward to the new Trim Trail
being erected after such
hard work by the BSFA and
further improvements to our
grounds through the support
of Mitre Trust who we con-
tinue to have a beneficial
relationship with.

In the new year the Gover-
nors will be focussing on
how we make our finances
go further and leverage oth-
er sources of funding, includ-
ing a new simple giving
scheme designed to directly
support educational provi-
sion further; supporting Mrs
Cast in consolidating our
teaching and learning provi-
sion and continuing to pro-
mote our school across the
community.

| hope you had a fantastic
holiday, best wishes,
Gordon, Chair of Governing
Body, Bleasby C of E Primary
School.
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More Thankyous!

Over the last term | have
found myself reflecting
again and again about
how much richer the
school is for the support
of volunteers across the
community, and particu-
larly parents and grand-
parents.

The school is able to of-
fer a great education and
develop the values really
effectively - we are lucky
to have very talented
and committed staff who
are constantly striving to
develop the school.

But what the children
gain because of the addi-
tional and voluntary ex-
tras is just incredible -
things like the choir per-
formances, the movie
night, the sponsored
read, the garden and
grow, the church ser-
vices, Science Week -
they wouldn’t happen
without people giving of
their time and skills.

A sincere thank you to
all of you - our school
community is a very spe-
cial one which you can all
be very proud of your
contribution to!



The Bleasby Curriculum #Achieving

The Autumn was our first opportunity to introduce our new approach to the
curriculum to the children.

This began with a whole school question “When would you prefer to
have lived?”

Each team focused on a different era in British History - Orchard looked at
the Victorians, Woodland

studied the Tudors and Forest

investigated the impact of the

Second World War.

The children’s learning was
greatly enhanced by their visits and experience days, so thank you to
all of you for supporting the cost and costumes. We would also like to
extend a huge thank you to the members of the community who
worked so hard to provide the Evacuation Day - such a memorable
experience for Forest Team.

The enquiry culminated in the children all presenting what they had
learned to the rest of the school and a whole school vote on, if they
had to choose one of the three periods, when would they choose...
The winner was The Victorian era, despite the tales of child
chimney sweeps and terrifying school teachers!

Feedback from the children has been very positive, in
terms of their enjoyment, how much they have learned
and in the quality of work in their books. The younger
children also have a little taster of the learning to come
as they move through the school as these enquiries will
return on a two-yearly cycle.

This term we move to a new enquiry question ‘Why is it important to be globally connected?’ which will see
the children learning about different countries and how they are connected to them. Forest team are researching
Brazil, Woodland are finding out about Spain and Orchard team will learn about India. If you have any connections
with these countries, the teams would love to talk to you about them!

On the evening of Wednesday |st February at 5pm, we would like to invite you for an information event
explaining why we changed our approach to the curriculum, share with you the frameworks themselves and let you
see a sample of what the children got up to across the school last term.




Welcoming New Faces and
Familiar Faces

We are so happy to be welcoming back Mrs Corden
and Mrs Shepheard this term - we've really missed
them. Thank you to Mrs Flatt, Mrs Maloney, Mrs Cooke
and Mrs West for the extra time you gave us last term.

Miss Dodson, who began her teacher training with us in
the Autumn, is now on her second placement. This half
term, Mrs Thompson has joined in her place. We are
really pleased to be able to support new teachers in
their journey and to reap the benefits of their skills.

Bleasby Trees

As you will know, from our class names, trees are very
important to us at Bleasby, so we were very
disappointed to be told, that two of our trees were
dangerous and needed to be felled. I'm sure you will
have missed one of the silver birches as you arrived at
school. We also had to lose an ash from near the forest
school. Replacements are

planned, with at least one

of them marking the

coronation next term.

Other trees have had work

done that should improve

their health as well as

keeping the children safe,

A message
from our vicar

and vice chair || e e———

Dear Parents & Carers,

as Gordon Burton has said elsewhere | have stepped
down as Chair of Governors, in advance of my retire-
ment from ministry in May. | remain deputy chair until
then, in order to support Gordon as he takes over as
Chair. Since November 2019 (when | became a some-
what reluctant new Chair!), we have all seen many
changes and challenges. Our amazing school and staff
have been so dedicated and skilled in negotiating these
recent times. The Governing body plays a largely unseen
but significant role in overseeing the school’s strategy,
educational performance and finances in partnership
with the Minster Trust for Education. In the last 3 years
we have reassessed and reformed the way the Govern-
ing body works, to ensure we give the Headteacher,
staff and of course pupils and parents the support they
deserve. The structural changes introduced have led to
a clearer and more insightful group of Governors, who
are doing such a good job learning how the school is
operating in order to affirm (often) and give construc-
tive challenges (on occasion). As Chair | have learned a
lot and feel it has been a privilege to fulfil this role.

Having a wider role in the life of Bleasby CE Schools is
one of the highlights of my ministry, it is a real joy to
come into school and interact with staff and especially
your wonderful children! Thank you. | hope you have
had a Christmas full of peace and good will.

May the blessing you seek, be the one
God can give you! Revd Phil White




Dates
for your Diaries

5th Jan - Return to school

5th Jan - Opening of the new Trim Trail!

6th Jan - Woodland celebrating Spanish Epiphany
I'st Feb 5pm - Curriculum Parents Information Event
3rd Feb - Young Voices choir to Sheffield Arena
8th Feb 4:30 - Y6 SATs Parents Information Event
9th Feb - Break up for half term

[0th Feb - School closed for INSET

20th Feb - Return to school

27th Feb & Ist Mar - Parents’ Evenings

I3th March - Science Week starts

I5th, 16th, |7th March - Maple to Kingswood

22nd March - Woodland’s performance of the Pied
Piper

24th March - BSFA ‘Break the Rules Day’

28th & 29th March - MITRE Partnership Review
30th March - Last day of Spring Term

3Ist March - School closed for INSET

I 7th April - Return to school for Summer Term
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