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The phrase ‘endangered
animals' s a blanket
term used to describe
creatures that are at risk
of extinction. Endangered
animals are categorised
using an index called

the 'Red List'. Species are
ranked according to the
current severity of the
risk to their existence.
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The hawksbill sea turtle is found gliding
around coral reefs in tropical oceans

across the world. Hawksbills are a living
representative of a group of marine reptiles
that have existed on the Earth for over

100 million years. They are an essential
component of the marine ecosystems they
inhabit, fulfilling vital roles that ensure the
health of coral reefs and seagrass beds.

Iafrican forest elephant

African forest elephants are the
lesser-known cousin of the famous
African savanna elephant. Found in the
thick rainforests of west and central
African countries, they are smaller than
their savanna-dwelling relatives and
feed on foraged leaves, grasses, seeds
and fruit from the forest. Many refer to
these majestic mammals as the
‘mega-gardener of the forest’; this is
because they play a vital role in the seed
dispersal of many forest flora. Numerous
seeds of the plants in the forests these
elephants frequent will only germinate
once they have passed through an
elephant’s digestive system.

Sadly, these mesmerising giants are
highly prized in the illegal wildlife
trade for the ivory from their tusks
s well as their bushmeat. Aside from
this, they face the ongoing challenge
of loss of their habitat s forest

conversion and human infrastructure
encroaches on their roaming ranges.
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Hawksbill currently face o
number of signifcant threats
to their existence. They are AR
particularly vulnerable to I
accidental entanglement in
| fishing nets as they need to
each the surface to breathe. i
Sadly, despite being a protected
species, many hawkshills are still ' ’

lost to the ilegal wildlie trade. Habitat: rainforests,
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Their exquisite shells are much Svannas
sought after due to their beautiful

patterns and are often made info
omaments and jewellery.
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These magnificent creatures are distinguished by their heavy black stripes and bold orange
coats. The tropical island of Sumatra is the only place where tigers, rhinos, orangutans and
elephants coexist in the wild. It is an extraordinary haven of biodiversity; sadly, it is not
without its isks. The current status of the Sunda tiger suggests that they could disappear
from the wild altogether in just a few short years.

Conservationists have worked tirelessly to combat the Not only does this
illegal poaching of tigers and impose harsh punishments | | reduce the tigers'
on those perpetrating wildlife crimes. However, sadly, habitat but it often
it s estimated that at least 40 tigers are stilllost each isolates them from.
year to the illegal wildlife trade. The habitat of the Sunda | | each other - inhibiting
||| tiger is under near-constant threat from humans clearing | | breeding, feeding and | |
||| the forest in order to farm trees for palm oil and other ||| dispersing. |

)| plantation (or xample,rubber) or build settements. |
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Simply raising awareness of the dangers faced by these precious creatures can help. Most
of the conservation work undertaken to protect endangered species is funded by charities.
Could you arrange a charity event in your school or community?
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Questions
1. Which of the following is not an African forest elephant habitat? Tick one.
O forest
O savanna
O grassland
O shrubland

2. Draw four lines and match each number to the correct fact.

estimated number of African.
forest elephants in the wild
estimated number of Sunda
tigers in the wild
number of Sunda tigers lost to
illegal poaching each year
estimated number of hawksbill
turtles in the wild

3. Look at the section about African forest elephants.
Find and copy one word which means the same as fiving.

{ at least 40
{ <100,000
{ around 8000

<400

4. What is the name of the lst used to categorise endangered species?

5. Fillin the missing words.
‘The habitat of the Sunda tiger is under

threat from humans

clearing the forest in order to farm trees for palm oil and other

(for example, rubber) or build settlements.
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Why do you think conservation work is important?

Compare the threats faced by the African forest elephant and the Sunda tiger.

How do you predict the status of these animals will change in the future?

Discuss how humans have had a negative impact on the natural world.





